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Our a n c e s t o r ,  Johann Nic laus  Kann, was b o r n  i n  Impfl ingen,  Germany on 

June 1 4 ,  1688. Johann N i c l a u s  Kann was known a s  Nic laus  and h i s  w i f e ,  Maria  

C a t h a r i n a ,  a s  C a t h a r i n a .  During t h i s  p e r i o d  and c o n t i n u i n g  i n t o  t h e  1 9 t h  

c e n t u r y  a  person of  German a n c e s t r y  was known by h i s  second o r  middle  name. 

I n  t h e  y e a r  1733 t h e  Kann (Kan) fami ly  l e f t  t h e i r  homeland of  Germany 

t r a v e l i n g  down t h e  Rhine R i v e r  t o  Rotterdam, Hol land,  where t h e r e  was a  b r i e f  

s t a y  b e f o r e  s a i l i n g  t o  America. They boarded t h e  s h i p  "Samuel" under  t h e  

command of  Hugh Percy and a f t e r  a  journey  of  a t  l e a s t  seven  weeks a r r i v e d  i n  

P h i l a d e l p h i a  on August 1 7 ,  1733. 

The Kann f a m i l y  was o f  t h e  Reformed German f a i t h  and numbered s i x  upon 

t h e i r  a r r i v a l .  S e v e r a l  of t h e i r  a g e s  a s  shown on t h e  s h i p ' s  l i s t  a r e  n o t  i n  

agreement w i t h  t h e  church r e c o r d s  t h a t  a r e  i n c l u d e d  w i t h  my p r e s e n t a t i o n .  

Th is  i s  due e i t h e r  t o  t h e  heavy German a c c e n t  t h a t  may have been m i s i n t e r -  

p r e t e d  by t h e  E n g l i s h  c l e r k s  o r  a n  e r r o r  i n  r e c o r d i n g  t h e  a g e s .  The f a m i l y  

and a g e s  f o l l o w s :  Nic laus  Kann ( 4 5 ) ,  C a t h a r i n a  (40) ,  Michal  (181, Hendrick ( 9 1 ,  

Johannes  ( 3 ) ,  and Dorothta  ( 4  mos.) The o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  had e i t h e r  d i e d  i n  

Germany o r  d u r i n g  t h e  r i g o r o u s  voyage t o  America. S i n c e  h i s  mark (X) a p p e a r s  

on t h e  o a t h  of a l l e g i a n c e  one can  assume t h a t  Nic laus  was unab le  t o  s i g n  h i s  

name. 

A f t e r  l e a v i n g  P h i l a d e l p h i a  t h e  Kanns s e t t l e d  i n  Hellam Township which was 

then  a p a r t  of  L a n c a s t e r  County. N i c l a u s  was g r a n t e d  200 a c r e s  o f  l and  by 

Thomas Penn on October 30,  1736. P r i o r  t o  N i c l a u s '  d e a t h  t h i s  f a rm was s o l d  

t o  h i s  son  Henry f o r  639 pounds. 

No g r a v e s i t e s  can be l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  memory of  N i c l a u s  and C a t h a r i n a ,  o u r  

f i r s t  g e n e r a t i o n  a n c e s t o r s  from Germany. 



NOTE : 

Before a trip to Germany in 1983 I was unaware of the close proximity 

of the origins of both my father's and mother's families. Their villages 

were merely nine (9) kilometers from one another. Since both families settled 

in the same area in York County, it can be assumed that contacts were maintained 

across the Atlantic between many Eamilies from the Palatinate area. 
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D-6732 Edenkoben 

Edenkoben, Sep t .10 ,  1991 

Dear Mr. K i n g , 
I r e c e i v e d  your l e t t e r  o f  Aug.21 . Yesterday I went t o  K a i s e r s l a u t e r n  t o  see 
my f r i e n d  Helmut Kimmel who was f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t h e  m i n i s t e r  o f  Impf l ingen  
and Insheim and h a s  good f i l e s  abou t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of  these two places. 

f\ I )  He s a y s :  a f t e r  1733 t h e  name Khan,Kaan,Kann ( o r  s i m i l a r )  d i s a p p e a r s  . 
That  means t h a t  you a r e  r i g h t  i n  your assumption t h a t  t h e s e  are your 
a n c e s t o r s .  

# 2) It seems rather c l e a r  t h a t  Georg Michael ,  Hans Michael  and Michae l  i s  
one and t h e  same person.  You know, accord ing  t o  our  custom i n  most c a s e s  
t h e  f i r s t  name ( f o r  i n s t a n c e :  Johann,  Hans, Georg,  P h i l i p p  o r  Mar ia ,  Anna) 
WAS NOT AS IMPORTANT AS T!IB SECOND ONE: 
Concerning t h e  oge ("12") I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  number w a s  m i s w r i t t e n  o r  
misread f u r  1 7  o r  19 . 

# 3 )  It may i n t e r e s t , y o u  t h a t  t h e  name Khan (and s i m i l a r )  means n o t h i n g  else 
t h a n  JOhannes/John. For example: t h e r e  i s a  former  monastery  near .Landau ,  
o f f i c i a l l y  name4 S t .  Johann o r  S t .  Johannsk i rchen .  Everybody calls i t  Khans- 
k i r c h e n  o r  Kannskirchen ! 

B 4 )  The f i r s t  Khan/Kann who came t o  Inlpf l ingen was C h r i s t o p h  from nearby 
Bill . igheim. Oct .24,1654 he swears a n  o a t h  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  a s  a new 
c i t i z e n .  I n  a document of  1657 he is c a l l e k " ~ h r i s t o p h e 1  Johann"! He d i e d  
between October  1664 and J u l y  1665, s i n c e  h i s  w i f e  Verena R e y f f  
g o t  re inarr ied Febr.27,1666 w i t h  Rudolph S t a n  t z from S w i t z e r l a n d  
( s h e  c e r t a i n l y  a l s o  w a s  from Swiss  o r i g i n e )  and h i s  youngest  son  C h r i s t o p h  
was born and b a p t i z e d  posthumus ( a f t e r  h i s  f a t h e r s  d e a t h )  J u l y  23,1665. 

# 5 )  We know t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h i l d r e n  of C h r i s t o p h ( e 1 )  K.:  

Johannes ,  mar r ied  Febr . l0 , ,1680 
B a l t h a s a r ,  bapt.May 21, 1655 
N i c l a s ,  bapt.Aug.11, 1661 

## 6) More abou t  Niclas o r  Johannes:  h i s  w i f e  was Anna C a t h a r i n a  nke K u  h  n  ,, 
widow of  Arnold F i s c h e r , daughte r  of  Johannes  C h  u n and 
C a t h a r i n a .  They had 4 c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  youngest  w a s  Johann N i c l a u s ,  b a p t .  
June  1 4 ,  1688 . 
Johannes ,  h i s  f a t h c r  w a s  b u r i e d  J u n e  4 ,  1689, o n l y  31 years o l d .  

f f #  7) Johann N i c l a u s  mar r ied  before  Jan.28,1713-with  Maria C a t h a r i n a  N .  from 
Walsheim nr.Landau. (Perhaps  one cou ld  f i n d  t h e i r  m a r r i a g e  i n  t h e  
Walsheim reformed church  r e c o r d s  o f  1712/1713) 
Between 1715 and 1733 they  had 8 c h i l d r e n :  Hans Michel Febr .12,1715;  
Johannes  Jan.8,1720; Anna Maria March 11,1722; Johann Henrich Oct.14,1723; 
Maria Eva June  5 ,1726;  Maria C a t h a r i n a  J u l y  2 ,1728;  Johannes  J u l y  18,:1.730 
and Maria Dorothea A p r i l  1 7 ,  1733. 

S i n c e  you asked f o r  t h e  c o s t s  of my e f f o r t s :  I t h i n  a l o  d o l l a r s  b i l l  w i l l  
cover  e v e r y t h i n g .  I hope you e n j o y  your f i n d i n g s  and t h e s e  i n f o r m a t i o n s ,  
and I remain Yours 
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